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Interest and information in the field of medical toxicology has grown rapidly, but there has never

been a concise, authoritative reference focused on the subjects of natural substances, chemical and

physical toxins, drugs of abuse, and pharmaceutical overdoses. Medical Toxicology of Natural

Substances finally gives you an easily accessible resource for vital toxicological information on

foods, plants, and animals in key areas in the natural environment.
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"Overall, this book would be a useful addition to the libraries of medical students, graduate students

in pharmacology and toxicology, and natural products scientists. Furthermore, because of its

"multidisciplinary evidence-based approach", the book presents an easy-to-follow and valuable

resource for clinical toxicologists and analytical chemists, as well as those involved in the regulation

of toxic substance exposure. It is a superb resource for a natural products clinical toxicology

course." (Journal of Natural Products, 17 August 2011)  "[The book] provides in-depth, evidence

based coverage of the most important natural toxins found in foods, fungi, medicinal herbs, plants

and venimous animals." (Food Science and Technology Abstracts, July 2010)â€œThis wonderful

book covers an enormous subject with attention to detail and direct clinical relevance in a style that

is surprisingly easy to read. The remaining volumes will be eagerly awaited by clinical toxicologists

everywhere." (The Medical Journal of Australia, January 2010) â€œThis text provides a

comprehensive guide to the medical toxicology of natural substances and is considered an excellent



reference for forensic scientists including pathologists, toxicologists, criminalists, and scene

investigators.â€• (Journal of Forensic Science, September 2009) â€œEntries vary from single

species to large groups; hence coverage is quite variable, though always informative. This volume

will be useful for researchers and clinicians.â€• (CHOICE, October 2009) â€œMedical Toxicology of

Natural Substances provides a reliable and easily accessible source on what is known about this

topic.â€• (JAMA, July 2009) "It should be a part of the library any scientist who deal wit natural

products research, as well as toxicologists and pharmacologists. It should be a principle reference

for poison control centers." (Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, published online March 26, 2009)

good

This is an essential reference text for medical libraries, poison and drug information centers, clinical

toxicologists and anyone who manages patients who may be exposed to natural toxins. With the

increasing use of alternative medicine, this book would be a useful addition to medical practice

libraries and emergency departments. The author is Donald Barceloux, MD, the co-author of

Medical Toxicology, which is still a staple reference in the discipline of clinical toxicology. Dr.

Barceloux combines his expertise in medical toxicology and emergency medicine and his skills as

an author to address the significant and challenging natural toxins that are associated with morbidity

and mortality. The book is divided into five sections: foodborne and microbial toxins, fungal toxins

(mushrooms), medicinal herbs and essential oils, toxic plants and venomous animals (even marine

poisons). Each monograph follows a template that is consistent throughout the book and makes it

easy to navigate from section to section. Strengths of the book include placing each toxin in

perspective with regard to potential morbidity and mortality, focused but comprehensive

monographs, and extensive referencing. After using the book for a few weeks, I noted only one

minor weakness--a number of terms are missing from the index. For example, a minimal number of

terms such as poinsettia, philodendron, Araceae are missing. Thus, it took slightly longer to locate

the information about those plants. While all of the information included in the book can be found in

a multitude of hardcopy references and online resources, this is the only book that combines

everything into a single, authoritative, contemporary and easy to read reference.
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